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)RTANCE    * 


Throwing;  yourself  with  virild  abandon  into  the  ;job  of  helping 
America  fight  this  v-rar  is  one  taing.   Tcing  it  with  intelligence 
and  directed  effort  is  something  else  again.   The  latter,  needless 
to  say,  is  as  different  from  the  former  as  a  high  pressure  hose  is 
from  a.  garden  spray. 

The  co-operation  of  the  broadcasting  industry  in  our  national 
war  effort  has  thus  far  been  exemplary.   But  there's  still  a  good  bit 
of  Viraste  m.otion.   The  pleas  of  miultiple  government  agencies  level  a 
formidable  barrage  of  paper  at  every  station  with  each  morning's 
mail.   Frankly,  there  hasn't  been  miuch  over-all  co-ordination. 
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%Yie,   Q££ioo  of  Facto ~a>iid  Figures  will  shortly/-  issue  a  "Radio  .'Tar 
Guide",  which  should  do  m.uch  to  make  sincere  co-operation  easier, 
''e'vo  heralded  this  before,  you'll  remember,  referring  to  it  as  the 
Or'F's  "priority  lict"  ,   Copies  are  now  being  printed  and  should  go 
into  tlxO  mail  for  all  broadcast  stations  ''soon". 


The  Radio   ar  Guide  is  designed  to  help  you  understand  the 
relative  programiming  importance  of  (l)  factual  war  information,  and 
(2)  inspirational  war  themes.   Roth  are  im.portant. 

"Factual  war  information"  relates  to  the  individual  assistance 
which  radio  ':«an  provide  for  many  official  endeavors,  appeals,  drives, 
educational  campaigns,   .-.s  we've  said  before  -  they  aren't  all 
equally  im.pcrtant.   Thsy  can't  even  be  graded  on  a  perm.anent  basis  in- 
order  of  priority.   It's  like  the  standings  of  big  league  ball  clubs. 
First,  one's  on  top;  next  week  it'll  be  another. 

If  you  haven't  already  counted  them,  up,  we'd  like  to  point  out 


that  30-odd  specific  subjects  are  being  plugged  ifi  sundr 


•irts. 


aanouncements ,  transcriptions  and  whatnot  regularly  sent  you  by 
government  agencies.   The  OFF  is  naturally  in  a  position  to  evaluate 


these 

of  the  Radio 


That's   why  we   recommend   that    'Vhen  vou 


get    your 
ar   Guide   -  give   it   rapt   attention. 


cony 


tk::  backgroufd  of   ;AE=i=* 


That  second  function  of  the  Guide,  dealing  with  "inspirational  war 
themes",  can  be  mighty  useful,  too.   Rasically,  there  are  six  themes  - 
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as  delineated  by  Prosiden-^  Rt^osnvelt  in  his  January  6  address  "before 
Congress  on  "The  State  of  the  ilation."   ^ach  comprises  a  segment 
of  our  national  v/ar  effort.   If  any  sin-^le  one  is  missing,  we   stand 
a  neat  cVianco  of  losing  -  not  just  the  ^var,  not  just  our  entity  as 
a  nation,  not  merely  our  trade ...  .but  our  idcalc,  our  '.vay  of  life, 
o-ven  our  homioo  and  our  li\'cs. 

First,  tl:erc's  "The  Issue"  -  v;hat  ^A'o'rc  fighting  for,  and  v.-'hy. 
Then  thuro's  (2)  a  concept  of  our  onemics  and  what  manner  of  mon 
the;/  ar'.: ;  (3)  an  understand inf\  of  our  United  K'ations  allies,  and  that 
vfc're  fightins  the  ir  battle  just  _as  mu'^h  <",s  thcy'v-  boon  fighting 
ours  J  (4)  the  incredible  importance  of  production  to  create  better 
tools  of  v;ar,  faster;  (5)  the  need  not  just  Tor  sacrifices,  but 
sacrifices  with  under st and in-j  and  a  smile-;  an(''  (C)  the  nature  and 
necdi)  and  jobs  of  our  I'ightin.'^  men. 

Your  inspirational  programis,  for  the  best  of f  :ctiveness,  should 
bo  built  in  these  molds.   It's  not  enough  to  tell  the  Am.'rican 
pcoplu  that  they  should  do  thus  and  so.   They  must  aloo  knov;  wiiy, 
so  far  as  is  compatibl.:.  with  our  rules  of  vrar.  ' 

Revised  editions  of  the  OFF's  }?adio  ''iar  Guide  will  oom-o  off  the 
prossus  as  future  dcvelopm:nt3  warr'.nt,  automatically  reaching  overy  ' 

broadcast  station  in  th-  country.   And  -  lest  you  havo  the  wrong  | 

inprvjssion  -  nobody's  tryinr  to  tell  us  wh-.t  to  do  or  how  we  should 
run  broadcasting.  The  Uuide  is  for  your  convenience  -  and  there 
isn't  much  sense  in  being  a  garden  spray  v/hen  a  little  intoli.igonce 
can  turn  yovir  st^ition  into  a  Vrigh  pressure  hone,  working  for  democracy 
and  the  winning  of  the  i?ar. 

PLKASl.'  BLLI1.VJ  US^:-* 

It's  an  odd  truism  that  if  you  t^ll  tlie  Average-  American  "a  large 
anj.mal,  closely  r'Sombling  a  prohistcric  brontosr.uru.s ,  ■'.-ras  seen  early 
today  miunching  gra_ss  on  a  prairij  outside  Kansas  City",  he'll  loudly 
say  "gee  whiz;"  and  proceed  to  block  all  the  highways  within  20  miles 
of  thv  spot,  hurryin^,  to  see  the  behemoth.   (Remember  the  -men  from 
Mars  ? ) 

But  if  you  utter  a  dir^^  orediction  of  Spartan  shortages  to  come  - 
short'^.^es  in  b.'.sio  materials  tiiat  have  hitherto  been  plentiful  as  J 

leaves  of  tlie  forest  -  the  general  public  views  you  with  undisguised  '"™ 

ske-pticism.   Our  little  introspective  thesis  or  osycliology  was  set 
off  -  this  timu  -  by  another  v/arning  th.^t  the  good  people  of  this 
country  aren't  ordering  enough  of  next  winter's  ooal  right  now. 

The  OFF  puts  it  thus  and  so  r  with  certain  scholarly  reserve  - 
in  a  rt.cont  notice:   "Last  year  •7u  said,  'The  oil  shortage  is  the 
bunk.'   This  winter  v;e  said,  'The  rubber  s'ncrtagc  is  tht  bunlc.' 
l/'ie  have  soon  the  folly  of  both  these  statemLents.   Let's  not  say, 
'The  coal  shortage  is  th^-.  bunk,*  because  we'll  regret  it  if  a  cold 
v;inter  finds  us  v:ithout  adequate  fuel." 
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"RL-grot,"   brotlior,    is.  h:irdly  the  word,     Vve  hope   you're   Dounding    ' 
hor.o   to  your   li^tMi^rs   that,    althouf^h  there's    no   scarcity  of   coul   or 
niners,    there's    a  severe    shortage   of  transportation-!  looming.      Tell 'on 
hor:  silly  they'd   look,    ruui.in^^  down  to  Vifilkos-Barrc   or   Scranton  ^vith 
their   evn.  -"Yhecl-burrc-.Ts    for    ceal.     -Yet   frankly,   that  nay  ho   abont   tho 
unly  way  they'll   ev^r    -et   next  wirter's   fuel    if  they  dcn't   place   their 
order  now, 

RrlA-v.      FQ    COl^SPIPACY^* 

Yn'o  h^ar  echoes  of  a  f  ..-.v  st -.tlon  news  editors  getting  jittery 
over  tho  aoparent  handling  of  wire  service  st.  rics  based  on  Sunday 
afternoon  Lr^'y  connraniquos »  It's  to  be  orcsu'.ed  that  you  knev/  tho 
Sunday  conuunique  fror.  the  Ivar  Drpart-ic;nt  is  usually  tapped  out  over 
newr,  teletypes  soncwhorc  betivcen  1  r.nd  2  p.n.  Roc  ^ntly  those  ;iavo 
boon  coining  through  r-arked  "not  for  publication  or  br.v-.dcast  until 
after   4:15/' 

Suspicious   souls,    here    :.nd  there,   v/jr^..   GVirift  to   ocnder  this 
stipulati'.  n  and   launch  thu  r  jsy-chook-jd  runor  that   afternoon  news- 
papers \.'erw   slyly  behiaf    it.      (Sc    radio  v/'-ul-Ti't    have   a  beat    on  ther., 
naturally, ) 

It's    all   quite   easy  to   explain.      There's    a  prograr'.  on  the   air 
uvery  Sunday  afternoon  calli.l  the   "Aray  Hour"    -   3:30  to  4:30   p.n. 
The  vvar  Dopartncnt    just   doesn't  v/a.tt    its    show  t--.  bo   scooped   on  the 
daily  Arry  co;v;runique,     R..as,..naole   enough,    don't   you  think?     After 
all,  ivhose  nG".7s    is    it? 

'Mh  ilAV£  A   BLTTS<  'r:M^^ 

Tho-re   are   several   different  rcth  )ds    of   getting  people   excited. 
Sore   of  the;T  aren't  vc.ry  good,    :.nd  they  certainly  dcn't   all   react 
the   sane  vray  on  different   pe.:ple.      The  way  the  Ilazis    do   it,   for 
exanplj,    is    neither   successful   -   nor  v/anted   -   over  here.      It's   all   a 
natter   •.  f  rabble-rousing  versus    ir:tL.lligcnt  noralc-building.     And 
regardless    of  what   some  patriotic    drun-b'.)ators    say,    the   democratic 
bro.nd   of   patriotism  is    a  thinking,   voluixtary  mtt^r   -  not   s '^nothing 
tlvat's   beaten   into   you  '.Tith  the   butt-end   of   a  rifle, 

'Mo  nention  this    because   cf   eccasienal   cenncnts    that   sonc 
so-called  noralc-building  broadcasts    have   stressed  the   "duty  of 
young  nen  to    go   die   for  their   c 'untry"    and   "tho   drana  of   a -.r 'undod 
soldier   crying  out    in  paivL  for  Iiis   nothcr." 

That   approach  doesn't  build   -aoralc  »      Tho   first   s  "unds    like  what 
Berlin  and   T.okio  tell  th^ir   people;    thf   suca.d  sounds    like  vj-hat 
B>..rlin  and   Tokij  would   lik^:  t-   tell    jwr   people.      You  don't  have  to 
inpross    Young -Anorica   •-.bout    its   duty,      Presoiit  the  facts,    the  needs, 
tho  perils  thp-t  bcsieg<,;  this   nation,     A  vj-oll-inforncd  people  ivill 
recognise   this    "^.uty"   arith:ut  being  blinhly  preached    into   it» 


4 


I 


-4- 

Gorr.auy  npp^;.r.l3  to  the  natural  conceit  and  avarice  and  carefully 
festered  it>norar:co  of  its  peonl^.   That's  rabble-rousing.  Ancrica 
appeals  to  tho  intelligenc.- ,  reason  and  self -proscrvaticn  of,  its 
people.   That,  -.TO  think,  is  ti-ue  ^-^r-.lo-building  -  and  radio's 
biggost  job, 

IT'S  ALL  Id  HOW  YOU  DO  IT** 

Wo  can  say  some  nore,  and  loss  generalized,  things  along  that  sane 
line.   It  seens  te  us  -  although  we're  op  ;n  to  contradiction  -  that 
the  nost  successful  prograris  and  the  nost  rffoctive  announcenonts  in 
this  war  effort  have  boon  the  ones  which  provided  convincing  ex- 
planation for  ovorything  asked, 

"This  is  V'/ar" ,  of  course,  has  been  a  classic  exanplo,   The 
series  ir^iv^s   the  ilnerican  people  an  explan^-.tion  of  why  thoy  should 
do  this  or  support  that.   The  Rod  Cross  luts  tho  Aaerican  people 
know  why,  specifically,  it  needs  funds,  and  how  these  are  used, 
(Do  you  think  thj  Gorr.an  "fintnr  Relief  Fund  ever  did  an^/thing  like 
that?   Or  that  public  contributions  were  really  voluntary? ) 

Quito  a  flood  of  spGcializod  spot  announccnonts ,  designed  to 
fill  the  odd  pauses  cf  a  broadcasting  day,  pass  over  the  BVC's  desk 
each  week.   Sonc  of  thora  fi.ro  oxcopticnr.lly  clover  and  imaginative . 
Others  sound  about  as  tasty  as  an  old  shirt  cardboard. 

It's  the  sane  fact  vro've  preached  before.   You  can  air  plain, 
drab  plugs  cf  conventional  -.vcave  until  your  announcers  are  turqu.oisc 
in  the  face  -  but  if  they  don't  appeal  to  public  reason  and 
inagination  -  well,  your  station  is  only  getting  five  r.ilos  to  the 
gallon  in  its  attor.pits  to  help  the  vrr.r   offcrt. 

First,  toll  'cin  what  they  should  do.   Then,  as  far  as  hur.anly 
possible-,  1 0 11  'or:  vr\ \y . 

Vfiil'P.E  TURNIi'JG  NO  CHEEKS** 

And  anotlicr  thing.   It's  tine  AT..orica  got  over  this,  "They  won't 
dare  hit  us  when  we  got  our  airplanes  built.  We'll  shov/  'en  wo  can 
defend  our  shores."  Yfhat  d '  ya  moan,  "defend"  ?  V'/o're  outgroiving  that, 
and  fast.   This  war  won't  be  won  by  sinply  "defending,  our  shores". 
The  tine  is  close  when  the  pon;'Ulu'.i  will  swin[;  the  other  way. 

Radio  can  help  swing  it.   Last  week  ^vc  told  you  ho'w  "Treasury 
Defense  Bonds"  are  soon  to  be  known  as  "Treasury  War  Bonds".   The 
next  batch  to  be  printed  \vill  carry  that  word  "T/ar" ,   The  nen  and 
women  who  drive  rivets  into  tho  shiny  v;ings  of  E-l?'s  and  B-24's 
and  P-40's  aren't  goin;^'  to  be  thrilled  verv  strenuously  t"*  know 
their  handiwork  is  sirply  patrolling  tho  Puget  So^und  area.   But  - 
vdion  they  hear  about  Ao.iorlcan  bonbors  over  Berlin  aiid  Ar'orican 
fighters  at  Port  Morosb;--,, , ,   Get  the  point? 
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YiTe've   got  to   start  inakin-^;  the   listening  public   see  this    as    an 
offensive   as  YJ-ell   as    a  defensive  Virar.      RemeirilDering  Pearl  Harbor 
isn't   enough.      There  must,    and  will,    be  things  which  the  Axis    can 
remember  us    for.     And,   with  the   goal   of  a  United   Nations    offensive 
before  t?iem,    there's   no  doubt  that  American  production  and  morale 
and  determination  can  be  made  to   spui*t   far  faster   than   if  we   cling 
to  the   plaint   of   "national   defense" i 

It's    all    just   a  thovight   you  might  want  to   consider  when  building 
future    inspirational   shows. 

DGH'T   YOU    3ELIWE  IT* - 

Our  rumor   retrievers    came   out    of  the  brush   Irst  week  with   a  nice 
one.      It   appears   that   in  the  L-liddlo  West  there's    a  report   squirrr>l- 
caging  around   to  the   effect   tha.t  the  U.    £.  Army  is    shioping  raw 
draftees    straight  out   of  the    country  to  Australia.      The  theory  -   it 
is  whispered   -  hinges    on  the   idea  th'it    if  they're   trained  before 
lcavin(_,  this    country,    and  the   transport   gv^ts    sunk  -  well,    it'd  be 
a  wastu   of    .;;ood  training. 

Our   informants   n'-^glcct  to   st'itv.  whether  this    rumor  was    related 
with  a  gutteral   accent   or   an  occasional   liissing  intake   of  breath  - 
but,    sure    xs    your  Aunt  Hannah's    Easter  hat,    it   isn't  marked   "xJado 
in  U.S.A." 

There's    y.o  truth  to    it,    of   course.      Th-.;   3VC  has    chocked  vrith  both 
the  Vfar  Pepartmont   and   the  OFF.      Select jv;s    got   13  vrcoks    of  basic 
trainin;^  before  they're   shipped   any^her^^*      And,    never,    never,    arc 
they  moved   into   actual   combat  bcfor>:   be  ing  fully   irstructed    in  the 
unnice   niceties    of  ¥;ar. 

SILEUT,,   BUT   LISTEvIIIG** 

The   3VC  hold   a  meeting   of   its    Council  members    last   Thursday 
(April    9tli).      It  was   decided   not  to   file   an  appearance   d'oring  the 
forthcoming  hearing  on  the   Sanders    Bill  bi-fere  the  House   Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce.;   Committee. 

The   Council,    hov/over,   will  be  an   int..^restcd   observer.      If  any 
poiMt   comes   up  that   looks    like   it  v;as    intended  to   keelhau.l   the 
broadcasting  industry,   then  the   individual  momb  )rs    of  th.;   370  - 
represent  ing  their  b-.isic    organizations    -  will   s;oeak  up.     And    clearly. 

FORU>    FOR    ID.ILS  *  * 

The   BVC   repr-.s^ntativos   went   to   another  meeting,    too,    last  week. 
This   V'.'-as   the   session  of  the   DCB's   Domestic   Broadcasting  Committee, 
((ipril   8th)   and,    am.ong  other  matters   debated,  was  the   previous ly- 
brcach-^d  possibility  of   establishing   an   industry?  paper   "pool"    for 
transmitting  tub-;  s    and   spare   parts.      The   "pool"  would  b-:   able  to 
secure   roplacumi.nts    of  these  vital   items    through  being  assigned   a 


high  priority  rutin,:.   There's  no  doubt  that  if  such  a  schctno  bocomos 
an  actuality,  many  a  st^.tion  inrmayor  will  tiloop  Taoro  soundly  nights. 

The  Do;aostic  Broadcast  Coimiittoo  soomod  in  accord  that  the 
plan  -  when  properly  set  up  -  could  bo  a  boon  to  th  ;  industry.   For 
the  nonce,  hcv/over,  it's  undert^oiiig  further  comTnittce  scrutiiiy. 

The  above -mentioned  DBC  (of  the  DCB)  gave  thought  to  the 
subject  of  alert  receivers  to  be  operated  by  the  signal  from  the 
koy  station.   The  matter  is  still  being  mulled. 

A  third  result  of  the  session  came  when  the  Committee  recommended 
to  the  DCB  that  a  class  of  "special"  broadcast  technicians  be 
authorized  for  the  duration,  allovrint.;  replucom'  nt  of  license-holders 
(sec  3VC  1I0-.7S letter  •■'9.) 

TiG   THOUGHTS  FOR  FiAY  10-'- * 

This  coming  May  10,  the  OFF  points  out,  is  a  doublo-hoador .   First, 
it's  Mother's  Day,  vAieh  ought  to  start  your  f ■ rtile  brains  grinding 
on  ideas  to  honor  the  filial  bonds  botvdxt  boys  in  tho  Armj'  oamos  and 
their  mothers  at  home,  the  visits  of  mothers  tc  camps,  et  al. 

Point  No.  2  -  which  we  touched  on  bri'^fly  last  wook  -  is  that  May 
10th  marks  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Nazi  invasion  of  Holland  and 
Belgium.  A  dedicated  program.,  special  music,  occasional  announcements 
can  give  tribute  to  these  United  Nations  v/hich  arc  still  with  us,  al- 
beit under  the  guise  of  con';^uorod  countries.   Tho  OFF  adds  that  if 
you  want  background  material  on  how  the  Loxt  Countries  carry  on  tlic 
fight  -  material  for  scripts  or  announcements  -  you'll  find  the  tiether- 
lands  Information  Bur-  au,  10  Rockefeller  Plaza,  ]Mew  York  City,  more 
than  anxious  to  h  Ip  you, 

RADIO  CAII  HSLP  HERF,  TOO'*' -:= 

On  behalf  of  th--'  huvy,  the  Marin..s,  and  the  Coast  Guard  Welfare, 
there's  a  strenuous  drive  -  as  you  probably  laiow  -  being  conducted  by 
the  National  Citizens  CoTiimittee  of  tho  Kavy  Relief  Society-.  They  have 
their  eye  on  a  total  of  ^5,000,000,  tho  sum  to  help  in  tho  support  of 
bereaved  families  of  I'lavy  men,  to  provide  emergency  loans  and  vrelfaro 
aid  for  Navy  families  in  dire  circumstances,  to  extend  care  and  educa- 
tional advantages  to  the  orphaned  children  of  Kavy  men. 

The  national  campaign  is  sliated  to  run  for  the  next  few  months.  A 
series  of  elovtm  ono-minutc  transcriptions,  all  on  a  single  disc,  have 
boon  prepared  and  arc  being  m.ailed  out  to  approximat.:ly  500  stations. 
They  can  be  aired  at  your  convonionco,  and  include  celebrity  voices 
S'lch  as  Madeleine  Carroll,  Merle  Ob'cron,  Eddie  Cantor,  Loretta  Young, 
Tyrone  Pov/cr,  Gene  Tunncy,  Frederic  ?'iarch,  plus  several  m.oro. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  not  a  Vv'artime  organization 
v/hich  has  suddenly  como  into  being.   The  Navy  Relief  Society  has  oxistc-d 
sincc'  1904,  founded  on  the  principal  that  "no  widow,  no  orphaned  children, 
no  m.oth-^r  or  other  member  of  a  Navy  man's  family  shall  suffer  hardship 
if  it  can  be  prevented."   The  war  and  its  added  load  of  responsibility 
makes  necessary  this  plea  by  the  I'^iational  Citizens  Committee.  Radio 
can  v/ell  afford  to  help. 


BROApcMsmJQSfflOfflSk 


,         Iff                                        iO^fiLl 

L=============p====^^^^'^^^'^nsSUED_T^ 

===== 

Nos,   \'2>G              '» 

B^Z. 

LIBRARY  0/  the 

NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  CO 

.,  Inc. 

RCA  BUILDING 

- 

30  ROCKEFELLER  PLAZA 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

LIBRABY  BUREAU  CAT.  NO.  II69.6 

